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 ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
 
Helinna Ayalew ‘10 grew up in Washington, D.C., and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. She is an 
International Studies major, with a minor in Political Science and a concentration in 
African Studies. Her first semester on study abroad was spent in Cape Town, South 
Africa, studying African history and politics. Her academic interests include 
multiculturalism in rapidly evolving societies, conflict studies, African politics and 
development, and leadership studies. She enjoys travel, archaeological research, and the 
performing arts. After attending graduate and/or law school, she intends to move back to 
Ethiopia and pursue a career in conflict resolution. 
 
Federico Daniel Burlon ’10 is a student from Argentina pursuing majors in Political 
Science and International Studies. He attended the United World College of the Adriatic 
in Italy before coming to Macalester. Federico is interested in human rights and the 
phenomenon of immigrant detention in the United States. After graduation, he plans to 
pursue a Masters degree in International Law with a focus on international migration. 
 
Lelde Ilzina ’10 hails from Riga, Latvia, and also Luxembourg, Italy, and the United 
States. She is essentially a global citizen! Her interests lie in the political science 
discipline, more specifically human rights and humanitarianism. After working in South 
Africa for a children's rights organization in the summer of 2009, she has decided to 
focus her future career on working for the well-being and rights of children. Future plans 
may involve graduate school. 
 
Mishal Khan ’10 is an International Studies and Political Science major with a 
concentration in human rights and humanitarianism. Originally from Pakistan and 
Australia, she spent spring semester at Macalester carrying out the first part of her 
Independent Research project. Throughout her academic career, Mishal has been 
interested in studying the relationship between Islam and human rights. Consequently, 
she is extending her Maastricht research project into an Honors Thesis in the 
International Studies Department. Mishal plans to attend law school and possibly 
specialize in international human rights law. 
 
Elizabeth A. Larson ‘10 is a senior International Studies major, minoring in 
Environmental Studies and concentrating in human rights and humanitarianism as well as 
global citizenship. She spent her junior year studying at the University of Cape Town in 
South Africa and Maastricht University in the Netherlands. Her main academic interest is 
the intersection between human rights and environmental sustainability, specifically 
water quality and availability in vulnerable communities. She is also a captain of the 
Macalester Mock Trial team. Elizabeth plans to attend law school and work towards a 
human right to water. 
 
Yanchuan Liu ‘10 is from Beijing, Peoples Republic of China. He spent the last two 
years of high school in Minnesota, where he not only discovered Macalester College but 
also developed an interest in International Studies and Political Science. In the spring of 
2009, he studied abroad (again) in Maastricht, the Netherlands. During his free time, he 
likes to read the ancient fiction, “Journey to the West,” seeking inspiration for his own 
life and study abroad experiences. In the future, he would like to be a freelance writer. 
 
Jamie Moore ‘10 is a Political Science major and French and Francophone Studies 
minor. She spent fall 2008 studying abroad in Geneva, Switzerland, and spring 2009 in 
Maastricht, the Netherlands. Jamie focuses her studies on the role of international 
organizations in world politics and hopes to one day assist international organizations in 
adapting to the challenges of globalization. She plans to pursue a Master’s degree in 
international affairs. 
 
Krista Moore ‘10 is from Portland, Oregon. She is majoring in International Studies and 
minoring in Political Science. In fall 2008, she studied abroad in Tunis, Tunisia, in the 
School for International Training’s program “Popular Culture in the Arab World.” In 
spring 2009, she studied abroad in Maastricht, the Netherlands. After graduation, she 
would like to earn a Master’s degree in international affairs and security studies, and 
eventually pursue a career in foreign policy. 
 
Sougrynoma Z. Sore  ’10 is a senior from Burkina Faso. She is majoring in International 
Studies and Economics. Zaina hopes to pursue a Ph.D. in international development. She 
intends to eventually return home to work in the field of development. 
